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THE	  IMAGINARY	  WORD	  OF	  CONTINUITY	  

   In actual fact the average of forty five 
kilometers we travel per day in France are 
no more than a tiny persentage of the 
distance we travel by telephone, online, 
by radio or even in a télévision news 
programme which is just as much a part 
of our everyday lives. 
How flow can influence people ? Which is 
the conséquence of flow on our 
imaginary ?   
   In the history, mobility was the capacity 
to being mobile, moving. In fact, essential 
was to get food, to survive. Other factors 
entered in account to the fur and mesur 
that mobility became stakes soldier and 
commercial. Nowadays, other stakes 
appear : we have another vision of our 
world. Moreover, the environmental  
problems  tend to call in question our 
lifestyles and thus our moblity. 

   Exemple  of ARCHIGRAM :  
They propose to show a mobility and 
network architecutre of men. The major 
stakes is to create an environment guided 
by dispacement.  

So, ther propose a mobile and evolutionary 
architecutre  ( house transportable and 
installables do not import or very quickly) 
Finally, the mobility ask the question of the 
transitory one of the city and its constant 
transformation.  

   The imaginary and the cinéma : 
 How the imaginary one retranscribed the 
mobility ? 
  The science fiction often describe multiple 
forms of mobility : multiple flow of circulation 
in response to our difficulties in the city. Thus, 
we have a feeling of lightness. The mobility 
became like a vital fluid, an obligatory 
condition with the life.  
Broadly, it describe a réduction of distances, a 
new report at the speed, a new report 
territory /space.  

   City and play : ( from the group Improv 
everywhere) 
Their idea is to create scènes of chaos and 
joy. In fact, they regard public transport as 
mobile places where people do not feel very 
at ease. A passivity which become heavy. 

It	  is	  perhaps	  one	  of	  the	  reason	  for	  
which most between us prefer the car. 
The mobility is a time out of time. Their 
main problematic is : how to transfom 
the city into a playing field ? They 
imagine the need to become more 
intimate with the city, to make the 
courses single. 
Finally, the notion of time and spaces is 
lost little by little with the introduction of 
speed increasingly présent.  

Which évolutions for the moblity in 
the city ? 
Since the industrial révolution the cities 
are drawn by the car. Thus, 88% of the 
french households have a car. Today, 
the car is called into question, which 
solutions for tomorrow ?  
To create spaces of soft mobility 
revealing a new perception of 
unexploed urban territories, thanks to 
the combination of networks as 
different network at different speed and 
different scale.	  
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   The working track relates the metaphor of 
the human networks and the capacity of a 
physical link to assume the connection 
between the individuals. 
There is a change in the way in which one 
perceives with the world. We can put the 
question of space and temporal dimension. 
Continuous spaces and fragmented spaces. 
Displacement dwelling/work : Outdistance 
between these two points (space dimension). 
What occurs between thèse two points is 
most important. Importance at the time of 
displacement     (temporal dimension) 
   The city is not any more one continuous  
space, but a space of nodes connected by 
connections. The noeads represents spaces 
where functions are clearly defined. The idea 
is to regard communications as a material for 
the structuring of our spaces of life. It is 
necessary to support dynamic formation and 
of development of the local social networks.	  	  
  Public space should be a space of 
exchange of information between the 
citizens : to replace the man with his natural 
position, to revalorize its relation with space.  
How to prevent that automobile mobilities do 
not split up the urban territory inordinately ? 

Which continuity ? Which is the place of 
the body in this continuity ? 
Subject + Information = Construction of a 
mental space 
   Gererally, there is an abrupt rupture in the 
continuity of our expériences. The idea is to 
have a concept of adapted spaces which 
proposes a more général image of our 
situation in the world. To find our continuity. 

   The concept of continuous space comes 
from the Rebirth, the prospect and the 
therory of Newton. 
«  When it becomes possible to move physically 
from 3 to 3000 km/h, the continuity off sudden 
space in a our lived irreductible fracture. » 

    In the past, the movment with foot, with 
horse, in the barouche, the mean velocities 
lay between 3 and 30 km/h, an interval 
which was not enough to modify the 
ewperiment of the movement. The distance 
of a point was made univocal by the 
homogeneity of the travel. 
Today, perceived space loses its isotropy. 
The experiment of the distance became 
function of the means of transport used.            

We move horizontallyin a layer, 
vertically from one layer to the other. 
The passage of the one with the other 
of these « places » is possible since 
strongly interconnected, but the 
passage is abrupt. 

The acceleration of time : One goes 
little by little towards a superficialisation 
of the object : the world seems to loose 
its depth, the thickness physicall and 
cu l tu ra l o f the th ings reduce 
themselves.The densi ty of the 
messages which insreases too, 
transforms it in non-information i.e 
noises.  

A	  

B	  

A	  

B

Yesterday 

Nowadays	  

The	  dispacement	  from	  an	  item	  A	  at	  a	  point	  B	  

REFLEXION AROUD CONTINUITY 
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As for a molecule, the connections 
between the various elements of the 
project are made by interraction. We notice 
two levels of interraction : The physical one 
( materials, orientation, porosity), the 
mental one ( cultural identity, continuity) 
Our model concept is made by continuous 
link with cultural nodes. Or continuous 
urban path with nice urban culture 
activities. So it reranscribe the idea of a 
physicall and mental continuity . The noads 
represents like circulatory spaces. But the 
network nodes can be shown removing the 
structure from with the local scales, to 
cause cuts.It is a question of connecting 
without dicontinuity urban public spaces 
and spaces of transport. 
TO MAKE THE CITY WITH NETWORK 
NODES    

THE PROTOTYPE 
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   The territorial analyses determines the 
configuration of the city and defined urban 
stakes. 

   Ways evolution: 
The extension of the city since antiquity 
has been made in accordance with 
infrastructure wich have a regional or 
national importance. 
Railways and river works made a 
territorial rupture in the history 

   Frame’s extension: 
The variety of habitations typology 
correspond to the needs of 4 time of 
urbanization ( Pre-industrial, indusrial 
developement, between two wars, after 
the second word war) 

   Fragmented city : 
Notably because of big infrastructure: 
removed the structure from urban fabric, 
conflict of use and space, urban cuts, 
miss of centrality. There is a problem with 
the cross of the canl ( only 2 bridges), 
problem of relation between national way 
and city : a dfficulty to reapropriate as an 
urban way. And ditricts function almost 
independantly : there’s no connection on 
human scale. 

 A social study : 
Pantin is an attractive city for new familys 
or professional beginning of l i fe. 
Nowadays, pantin is primarily a popular 
city. 

   Real estate of Pantin : 
There is 37% of social habitation. Pantin 
is among the 9 city least comfortable of 
the department. Moreover, a big 
perrcentage of the city is occupated by 
railrows. Concentration of houses is very 
important around our site. 

The mobility in Pantin : 
First use is public transport. Todays, there 
are 7500 travellers every day.	  

As a conclusion, it can be sayd that  the 
needs of Pantin are : 
- Create a new centrality 
-   to answer the congestion and 
fragmentation of various transport 
-  Reflexion around the canal 
- Urban renewal  on two scales : 
Metropolitan and local 
-  A better integration with la vilette which 
is a space of contact between Pantin and 
Paris. 

Social	  habitaRon	  in	  PanRn	  

AN ANALYSIS OF PANTIN 
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The 4 projects are dependent. Rue 
Hoche, Over the railroads, Est and west 
of pantin, derelict Land. How to make a 
visual and physical continuity with these 4 
site. 

It is the resaon why, I have worked on 2 
scales : The city and the site. 

Connexion with the city : 
- An orientation to the train station ( thanks 
to a network of sot circulation and a 
special bu) 
-   A continuity with the train station 
( develop services of mobility) 
-  a space buffer in the city ( reduce the 
fragmentation with the center of 
population) 

 An urban village : 
- Movment, veticality ( connect to a 
network of movment) 
-  Sahre ( to support the interractions 
between the inhabitants) 
- Intimacy ( supporting social diversty and 
cultural) 
-  Services ( to reach as a set of functions 
in a reduce perimeter)     

The	  site	  of	  derelict	  land	  

The	  site	  in	  the	  city	  

ConRnuity	  in	  the	  city	  

CONTINUITY IN PANTIN 
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The first interpretation of continuity in 
my p ro jec t i s t he no t i on o f 
permeability 

Porosity	   Permeability	  

Why permeability ? To access, to 
cross, open, connect. So that I open 
the site to the center of population, 
create a connection with the station, 
create a network of soft circulation. 
A permeability place, a continuity 
space. 

The rehabilitation of the warehouses 
by this concept of permeabilty allows 
me to make different services and to 
continu the circulation 

Versatile room 
Covered garden 

Trade of proximity 

Hub 

Covered	  garden	  

Trade	  of	  proximity	  

Moreover, the site is in continuity with 
the station, by networks of soft 
circulation, a special line of bus which 
relied parkway, hub and station.  

We can find in the site a carpark and 
a crib who are lie by a space buffer. It 
will be in the interest of mobility and 
proximity 

SPACE 
BUFFER 

CARPARK 

CRIB 

The hub is divided in 4 spaces : a 
space of information and waiting, a 
restoration self service, a coffee and 
a restaurant. 

Carpark+Crib	  

Hub	  

We	  can	  find	  a	  center	  of	  
populaRon	  for	  stuent	  and	  elderly,	  
to	  create	  a	  gradaRon	  with	  the	  
other	  center	  of	  populaRon	  next	  
to	  the	  site.	  It	  retakes	  the	  concept	  
of	  permeability.	  

THE DERELICT LAND 

8	  



9	  

CONCLUSION 

The whole of my work is articulated 
around the concept of porosity in 
continuity 
Theoretically, porosity represents the 
relationship betweenthe full ones and the 
vacuums wich can be crossed by various 
fluids. 
This concept makes it possible to create a 
l e g i b i l i t y , a d e n s i t y a n d a n 
interconnectivity. 
Thus, the project support on the tectonic 
and phenomenal potentilities of porosity 
to react and modulate the fluids ( solar 
rays, human movments) 
Several scales of porosity intervene in my 
project: at the level of the city, by the 
permeability of the site, and thus 
continuity enters spaces bordering. At the 
level of the site, by the rehabilitation of 
factories, the continuity of circulation.  

The concept of porosity comes here to 
unify and permeabilize a dense site, 
creating physicall and cognitive passages 
thought a dense structure. The building 
becomes thus the witness of various 
urban flows.        

There thus exist a creation of 
openings, which generate dynamic 
urban spaces, stressing pedestrian 
displacement on the site. 
Finally, the porosity of the frame 
(phenomenal, entropic and surface) 
offers a connectivity between the 
various mediums which compose 
architectural work. 
This offers a dense building in urban 
env i ronmen t ac t i ve wh ich i s 
connector, adapted andcognitivement 
justifying for people.   


